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Chief of Base, Salzburg

Operational/GROOVOEDCAP

Oressbahn - 2.171 (Security Iniraction)

Ref- ELSA- //q7

Phase I

1. On Friday, 10 April 1953, Grossbahn switched suitcases with another person.,
later identified herein, while enroute' from Salzburg to Attnang-Pucheim on the Arl-
berg Empress. The following are the details in his own words: •

a. On Friday, 10 April 1953, I left Salzburg by the Arlberg in the
direction of Attnang • at 1805 hours. I travelled'inthelast second class
compartment of the first secamloiass carriage (in the direction of the
locomotive) neat to the 'third Class carriages.. Because of a .breken water
pipe the compartment was. flooded and I changed after probably five -minutes'
into the adjacent compartment.: Mitre were two other men, occupying. the
window' ieatsi in this'compirtment. I left my two suitcases on the reek'
and after possibly ten ninOtes . Went into the third class, Whore I had seen
SIAA4 Ipaased his coMpartment'ind . he stepped out. After' maklug sure that
I did not know anybody and after asking him whether he knew anYbody,which
he didn't, I conversed with hit. I sUddenly noticed that the train had •
already passed Voecklabruck station and therefore parted in a hurry and
rushed to my compartment. .There was no other stop by the train until
,tnang. 'When •I reached . my compartment Ilound the two other men still

.sitting in theirseats but there was no light in the compartment - it had
become almost. dark by then. I. 	 on my . coat, grabbed (what I believed
to be) my two bag*, rushed for the door and left the train then . went to
'the emit where my wife waited for me with the 'Car.. Arriving at home I
left the two suitcases in the ball and wont to meet our guests. -

.bi On Saturday,11 . Aprili-at About:ben-in-thamorning . I went to "my
Suitcases" to take out my black briefcase which Contained one Follow
'envelope in which I had placed

The 'enlarged photos made by ZZ-1.
The contact letter dated 10 March . (22-1). •
Two empty film covera'for ZZ-I t s Robot.
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I found to my utter dismay that I had either grabbed a wrong suitcase
or that somebody in my absence had exchanged mine for another one.
This other suitcase, also brown but slightly Smaller, contained two .
shirts, onewithan Innsbruck textile mark, a small toilet aet with . •
rasori brush (also with an Innabruck mark) one used 'night shirt .
(flannel), and one Tireler 4eitung dated 31 Jan. 1953.	 .

• •	 -

v. I .thereupon called the Linz railroad lost property-oitice.and•
asked whether somebody had given notice to have exchanged a suitcase.
Linz immediately contacted the stations where a'stop of the Arlberg was
scheduled: Attnang,' Wels, St. Valentin and Vienna (Weathahnhof), I was
then informed that no notice had arrived so fir, The official'

 I interned him that I was going to take the wrong'suitcaoe tooWelso
where I was gang in any Case, he inturnwaa going to inform Weis'. (I
did this as not to disclose my identity), I drove to Wels with my wife, •
she parked some distance from the station and I rushed there on foot. I
arrived shortly before noon, the official in charge or lost property had
already loft but amen fide: the tiCket office was .already informed. He
in my presence once more called Linn, where no further news had arrived,
and from Where he, was informed that before Monday morning no further news
could costs 'because the offices were closed until then, I filled out a

• form where I described the Suitcase, the compartment and the time and
requested that in case of it being found it should be forwarded to the
Wels lost proPerty railroad office. I had to give a name and address and

• gave; Albert A. DISWER, APO 403,.U„S. ArM7e •

a. 'lo then went to Salzburg Where I had' hoped to find notes in or
office regarding the coments . of the contact letter--which could have been
a damaging document-but I found none. I did not get an answer whontalling
the office (yours). I .then returned to my home. I intentionally did not
call Weis again from my home on Monday morning as not to give traces that .
could have been . fo/lowed but called . you requesting to see you this morning.
Providing that time allows I will call .Wels.from Voecklabruck„ . where I am.
not known at the post office.

e. MY suitcase did. not contain any other indicative information re-
garding my.pergon but a numberof letters from my family in Germany without .
addresses, dirty laundry without initial marking, a number of Garman and
American journals.

. f. As far as I . can•recollectthe contact letterwith1Z-1 does not
blow him exCept hiu Bo Tar used Vienna . addreseon Malerstrasse of Vienna's
first district,

2. .The contact report which he' mentions under paragraph ' b was forwarded
to Headquarters as Attachment D to reference. Attached at'D is a set of.phctoa
which are copies of the Photos also mentioned under, paragraph b. These photos .
had not as yet been forwarded as we felt they were of insufficient importance
to distribute. They represent ZZ-1 1 e efforts during a spell of extremely had

weather and many are fairly unclear. The set Of photos gnich were in the Suit-'

case were unmarked, unlike those attached. We have coded the pictures according •

to the Grossbahn report (P134015) attached at A merely as a guide to the coverage,

entailed.
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3. Groesbahn held an extremely brief meeting with .ZZ-1 in Liezen, Steier-
nark on 14 April 1953—taking all eecurity precautions possible under exicting •
circumstances—anewarnad ZZ-1 to etv:out of the Soviet Zone and at
until further notice: Sawa., not told the reason *T. N..	 tion was that
Anore had been an indication of increased security measures on the part' of the
Soviets and it was felt prudent to keep him out of the area until things returned
to normal.

• 4. In spite of Grossbahn t s optOmistic paragraph f, a thorough examination
of the' Contact report Indicates clear leadsto ZZ .4 1. 3 true identity--leadawhich
an aggressive and unfriendly'service would have little trouble picking out and •
following down, if they were to inclined. (See contact report, para..I74(7).)

• 5. We try to excuSe Grossbahn on the grounds that this sort of accident
or incident could happen to any of ue. We have not as yet 'givenhim the brutal
tongue lashing he deserves for he is in such . a depressed mood over the affair
that we are afraid of pushing him tete far. We cannot answer why he had'senst-
tive information in his. suitcase—why he walked off and-left it to chat with
SLAA of all people on the . Arlberg Express of all places. These answers we will
furnish at a later date.

•
• .	 •

.Phase II 

• 6, Attached at C is Greelbahn l e report Covering the receipt of a letter •
from one N4 MAR:UR, Anichstralie24, Innsbruck, and the circumstances attendant
thereto. As part of this attachment, are photocopies of. the postcard . from,
XX-lto Grosahahn which, fortunately, furnished the only clue by which MARLEX
was enabled to ultimately track down the owner.- X.1C-1 had mailed the postcard
to Grossbahn in a covering envelope, hence the appearance that the postcard'
was ready for mailing but. had never been dispatched. This offered a ready.
made cover story—Groasbahn could explain and he did) that Dr. R1NACH, a .
friend from Germany, actually XI-1, had asked him 'to mail the Card to' soma
friends in Austria, but that he had forgotten to do so and had left the card
in his suitcase.

•
7. •PP-1 . did not go to Innsbruck immediately to check 'on ifAHLM. Rather

we are having the check performed through routine channels.

* Phase III

. .	 S. Grossbahn traveled to IrStsbrick the night of 22 Aprilp—after stopping
by Wale to pick up 14O131711 1 0 suitcase-and effected the exchange. His report
covering the trip is attached at D. It would appear /la though the suitcase
fell into the hands' of a Completely trustworthy and exceptionally intelligent
person. MEIER appears to be decided pro-West—note his compliments to Grose-
bahn on the fine job.he is doing. We wishthere were some way in which we
Could express our thanks to NAHUM—possibly even. offer him some type of
remuneration for his fine handling of the episode—but we feel it is beet to
let the matter close out without attaching further significance to it.
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9. As soon as PP—I l s trades are it on MAHLE20--and we see no reason now
whrbis report should be unfaVorable—awe will reactivate 72-1, but will insist
that he change boarding houses in Vienna and avoid contact with: ills fOrmar
acquaintances from Frau PFALZ I s house.

10. We are convinced, after this affair, that there is .a Goddess Of Good
Luck, who must look Over our left shoulder and does favor us with an occasional.
smile.

11. We will develop theinswers to questions posed in paragraph tour, and
do plan on following up with a stern lecture to Grossbahnnn the sheer fool-
hardiness of 4is initial steps which culminated in his near compromise of a
promising new source. He will also be reminded that this security breach is
being entered in his record, and just so with the root of us, no one can
Afford to Set up a string of =Oh incidents without expecting to eventually
suffer the cOnsequenees.

.Attashmental	 .•

Ay .04015, 21 April 1953'
Pbotos.()Os A—L)

C. Groesbahn memo dtd. 21 April 53 & atts.
D. Grossbahn MAW dtd. 23 April 53

Distribution:
3. — EE (w/1 set of atts. A,B.C,D 1 )	 - •

.3 Tien (w/1 set of alto. A,B,C,D)

.1 . — Sale chroto (w/e atts.)
1 • Sala subj #101 (w/1 set of rats. A,B,G,D)

• 1 — Rpm notebook (w/1 set of attn. A,B,C,D)..


